Ventricular arrhythmias in Takayasu arteritis.
We studied the prevalence, severity and clinical significance of ventricular arrhythmias in 78 female patients with Takayasu arteritis by 24-h ambulatory electrocardiography monitoring. Fifty (64%) of 78 patients had no or less than 30 beats/h premature ventricular contractions (Group A). The remaining 28 (36%) patients exhibited frequent or complex premature ventricular contractions (Group B). The frequency of HLA Bw52 which is closely associated with this morbid condition, echocardiographic and thallium-201 stress myocardial scintigraphic findings were then compared between these two groups. The frequency of positive HLA Bw52 was not significantly different between these two groups. Echocardiographically determined left ventricular mass (309 +/- 94 vs. 166 +/- 64 g; P < 0.01), frequency of complicated aortic regurgitation (77% vs. 24%; P < 0.01) and abnormal thallium-201 scintigraphic findings (76% vs. 38%; P < 0.05) were found higher in Group B as compared with those in Group A. These data indicate that frequent or complex ventricular arrhythmias in patients with Takayasu arteritis were associated with the presence of left ventricular hypertrophy, aortic regurgitation and decreased coronary reserve.